To maintain biediversity in agricultural landscapes, millions of dollars are expended annually
on habitat restoration and corridor establishment. However, the effectiveness of these
expensive conservation actions hinges on unconfirmed assumptions about how animals move
through these landscapes. With growing pressure to increase agricultural production, it is a
national priority to discover the connectivity and habitat needs of fauna in these complex and
changing human-natural systems. Preliminary fieldwork has been completed for this project
thus far, and our next step will be understanding species specific responses.

Movement behavior and survivorship of the Tree Dtella (Gehyra variegata; a highly territorial
and patch-dependant gecko) would be examined, using transects extending from a remnant
patch into four contrasting matrix treatments (planted native vegetation, woody mulch,
pasture, cropped), using radio-tracking, fluorescent powder tracking and mortality trials. By
understanding how matrix structure and quality affects movement, our findings would inform
land-use planning and restoration management that help maintain an ecologically sustainable
agricultural sector while reducing isolation of preferred habitats.

Methods used: Trapping, spotlighting, radio-tracking (night work), fluorescent powder
tracking (latter part of the study), camera work (predator detection)

What's required: hard (but rewarding!) work, good fitness levels - lots of walking ocutdeoors on
moderate terrain, long nights and some day work, getting dirty and handling a bread range of
animals. Experience handling reptiles is an advantage but not a requirement. It does get very
hot, particularly in the western locations!

Provided: All food (three meals a day, and some snacks) and basic accommodation is covered
(ranging from shearer’s hut to camping), in return for dedicated support in the field. Training
in a variety of wildlife survey methods incl. animal handling, direcHracking. Fantastic
opportunity to interact with likeminded people, and see the wohderfulag ﬂ;LJItural belt,
national parks, state forests and crown lands. A '

Location: sites are located near Ardlethan, Grenfell and Young, NSW /
depending on your available dates. \
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